This assumption seems to be based on the growth pattern of a single infant, aged 4 to 7 months, who grew in 1 1 saltuses during 1 18 days of observation, or 8% of the time [figure 1 of (1)]. The actual skewness coefficient calculated from our experimental data for that infant is 1.265 (Fig. 2) .
the effect is similar to the methods cited here. While blind measurement is a protocol to be recommended for future studies, clinical studies have documented significant errors introduced from the locking mechanism on the Harpenden-Holtain instrument itself, a mechanism designed for portability, not blind read-out accuracy. 19. M. Lampl, Am. J. Hum. Biol. 5, 641 (1993).
20. Heinrichs et al. appear to be in error when describing their "IWlithin-day measurement error (SEM)" as being 0.193, 0.031, and 0.078 cm for crown-heel, knee-heel, and head circumference, respectively [table 1, now (3) in their comment]. In fact, 0.378, 0.061, and 0.153 cm are the correct 95% "measurement errors." Neither these revised estimates nor the original estimates are "similar in magnitude" to the mean daily growth rates; the original estimates are 89%, 55%, and 70% greater than the daily growth rates, and the revised 95% errors are 270%, 205%, and 233% greater than the daily growth rates, respectively. Thus, continuous growth cannot be documented by these data [N. Cameron, The Measurement of Human Growth (Croom-Helm, London 
